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Shifting Policy 

Almost 12 months ago the 

French government 

banned domestic flights 

where an alternative train 

service of under 2.5 hours 

existed 

Last month the Spanish 

government also 

announced plans to move 

mainland domestic flights 

to rail services where air 

journey times were under 

2.5 hours and the routes 

did not carry connecting 

passengers

In 2020 Austria also linked 

covid support for Austrian 

Airlines to a commitment to 

remove flights where a rail 

journey could take less 

than 3 hours

In 2020 Germany increased taxes on 

domestic and intraEuropean flights by 

75% and in 2022 introduced heavily 

discounted rail passes for a trial period 

costing EUR9 a month.  This has 

since been increased to EUR49 and 

allows travel right across Germany 

In 2022 Belgium 

introduced a EUR10 tax for 

air journeys of under 

500km







*Data for BER includes TXL/SXF for 2019



Looking at the largest airports in each of Western Europe’s largest markets shows that for some 
airports, the domestic market is declining rapidly, particularly in Germany.  Where airports have a 
domestic to international feed, such as the main hubs, the decline is less severe

 

*Data for BER includes TXL/SXF for 2019
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